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Pamela Gunter-Smith began serving as 
president of York College on July 1, 2013. 
She previously served as Drew University’s 
provost and academic vice president and as 
the Porter Professor of Physiology at 
Spelman College. Gunter-Smith has also held 
academic appointments at the George  

Washington University (Washington, D.C.) and the Uniformed Services University of 
the Health Sciences (Bethesda, Maryland). For 12 years before joining Spelman, 
Gunter-Smith was a research scientist and science administrator at the Armed 
Forces Radiobiology Research Institute in Bethesda, Maryland.  

Currently, she is president of the William Townsend Porter Foundation, serves on the 
Central Region Board of Directors of WellSpan, the York County Industrial 
Development Authority, the Association of Independent Colleges and Universities of 
Pennsylvania Board (AICUP) and the Board of Directors of the National Association 
of Independent Colleges and Universities (NAICU). She is a member of the Better 
York Executive Committee, and the Pennsylvania State Board of Education.  

Gunter-Smith holds a B.S. in Biology from Spelman College and a Ph.D. in 
Physiology from Emory University. She conducted postdoctoral studies at the 
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine and the University of Texas Health 
Science Center at Houston. She has published in the areas of gastrointestinal 
physiology and membrane ion transport and is the recipient of grants to support 
science education and her research.  

During her tenure at York College, Gunter-Smith has advanced programs that serve the 
greater York community and provide high impact engagement and learning for the 
College’s students.  She is married to J. Lawrence (J.L.) Smith, a native of St. Louis, 
Missouri. J.L. retired in 2015 as a systems administrator for I.B.M. The Smiths are 
parents of two sons, Lealand of Nashville, Tenn., and Philip of Baltimore, MD. 

Pamela’s Favorite Books 

Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak  

Catherine the Great: Portrait of a Woman by Robert K. Massie  

Inspire! What Great Leaders Do by Lance Secretan  

The Ghost Map: The Story of London's Most Terrifying Epidemic - and 
How it Changed Science, Cities, and the Modern World by Steven 
Johnson  

The Caliph's House: A Year in Casablanca by Tahir Shah 
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WELCOME      Robert F. Lambert 
 
OPENING REMARKS             Lori Rene Weyant 
 
TRIBUTES TO DR. GUNTER-SMITH   
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HONOREE REMARKS   Dr. Pamela Gunter-Smith 
 
CLOSING REMARKS &     
INVITATION TO RECEPTION   Lori Rene Weyant 

 

PHOTOGRAPHS Will the Honoree, her party, and the Honors Committee, 
please remain for pictures before proceeding to the Reception 

RECEPTION IN THE BILL SIMPSON ROOM 
Access via marble stairs or elevator to 3R. To exit the event, please use the 
Queen Street doors off the lobby. 

 


